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‘4 YIOLATION OF EUMAN RIGHTS IN SANDZAK

The territory of SandZak encompasses the southwestern regions
of Serbia and northeastern regions of Montenegro which represents
an area of 8686 \m2, They are made up of the following
municipalities: Novi Pazar, Sjenica, Tutin, Novi Varos,
Prijepolje, Priboj, RoZ2aje, Ivangrad, Bijelo Polje, Pljevlja i
Plav.

Until 1878 SandZak was a part of Bosnia and as such had the
status of an autonomy (political and territorial). until the
Balkan wars (1912*133 it was a separate administrative-political
entity; afterwards, by an agreement batwean European superpowers
in London, it was divided between Serbia and Montenegro.

In World War II, on the 20th of November, the Antifascist
Council of the Peoples' Liberation of SandZak (ZAVNOS) was
established : in Plevlja as the supreme legislative, legal am
political body which also included political autonomy.

After the war, on the 29th of March 1945, by a decision of the
Communist Party, Sand2ak was again divided between sSerbia and
Montenegro and, in the framework of these Republics, it was again
divided into two units of interest.

In Sand2ak already in the rifteenth century, two thirds of the
population was mada up of Muslims and one third ware other
nationalities. In 1911, there were 217,433 inhabitants in SandZak
of whom 126,791 were Muslims.

In the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, the Muslims of SandZak were
axposed to state terroriam which resulted in their massive
emigration from these regions. Only fronm the Montenegrin part of
Sandzak in 1914, through the port of Bar in Smirmo (Izmir) and
Constantinople, 16,570 Muslims emigrated and, one year earlier, 500
Muslin families emigrated from 3ahovié, Ravna Rijeka and Mojkovac.
The Kingdom of Yugoslavia pursues its policy of state terrorism and
implements mgasures for the physical annihilation of the Muslims
of Sand%ak. Thus, in 1924, 250 innocent Muslims were massacred,
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% g0 -court proceedings .whether in :criminal. proceedings  or

- others, the sentences .always . :imply -a: political motive and
espec;allyﬁm article 61, of the €riminal Code ‘of Serbia where

on.‘l.)y tha Serbs ef Sand¥ak-are protected by law agonfirming that
J.naqual:.ty betwecn Serbs and Mugslims: is lagaiized iniserbia.
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; Thtrc g::e Iga.ny examples of msq&nlity in:the political 1ife
of segl?ia’ hved & 6 BTh) QU T E 5, Gt B e TR ;'f‘.;. HE TLEGES Bis (RRsey ki

> In Nov.], Pgzar wh,qra -over: -§0% ofuthe pupuluion is Muslim;
._,._EI""E',_RF?-SJ-d'Et,,Of the municipal council 4is a:Lerb, as well as
the chief of police (SUP) and other SUP offididls.:

.7.;Exom -the. estahlishment of.the padiostaticu in: Novi iFazar

untI;J. today, thg director neverwas antiaslim.: ..
2 5 IrL ’l‘\l-lt;l.r.',1 wherea; 'v87%008~ £hel npopulation’ is! Muslim, ‘the -
izrﬂq;de,nt oL the municipal councilr isia Savhs g 5 ° w

(Ts I, B?J#ii-?m?_g}.j e ~foblowing. ?#;hn.-.mul.‘ﬁipnrty mluti‘cns, “the’
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Muslins won 365 o the votess but the comrunists:do not allow ~i

them to participate in the municipal council. ' ThHe:chief of

. Pelice. .in Bijele Polie never.was:@ Wusiim although some: 503%

of the popylation-in :this munisimalitv is:Mgsiim. ;_ . -
~.AFthe first multiparty electiong in.Sarbia held.on.the-sth

of December 1990, the electoral districts.in Sandzak were. so - -

§ forped 85 to.prevent . the Nusling fFomebtaining the number of
,-?'BE%’Q‘QGR@@‘;JVBQFELCII; 4n reali®y it should- (Ragka with 29,000
;inhabitants, Brus with 23,000 inhabitants; Vrnja&ka Banja with

25,000 inhabitants received one represengative, -while: the

.Muslims, cities ofSlenien yifh 36,000, iuhphitapte and sutin
with . ..33,000. inhabitan,ts tagether .. only- . have . one
ze,presgntat;jtve ), S saase el garkretaioen e G



5

Y e
Hadze‘tg:‘-a large ‘Muslim cemetery was demolished as well as the
Musala (religious cbject). In the village of Daiava 2 ‘large
Muslim cemetery was demolished. Such a crime was also noted
in. the neigh.borhocd of Potok, in Prijepolje., Bijelo Polpe a.nd
5; ALk, qthar cit:.es in Sandzik. Lt ‘ :
- Muslim cultural and “educational institutaions 1n Sandiak
which were of h:.gher religious ecducation were abolishad._

Informa.tdron e SRS Rty e

. For.tha entire c:.vil:.zcd Eurcpm workd, talevision reprasents
a2 window.to the world yat for the Muslins, of: ‘Ja.ndza.k it is a
window to darkness becausa, via TV Belgrade, thprn. ig a.n agqress:.va'
culturn; and spzq}tual assimilatian of Muslims. : '

y-Lh its proq‘ramm:.ng, v ‘Belgrude ¢. w'mot fp?tur? anythinq #rom
the Muslim cu.ltu.ra,_ But ‘throtighsut 3 £he . YsaES, AN a.nti-Mule_m
campaign.is yagad on the TV scfdhns..uﬂgqn.pmﬁllqr Serbian towns
have their. own 'I.‘V stud:.o, wh:..ué-‘tt.tmm is et ven onc i.n all of
SandZak.; -:. - - SY80T o s USAT (St zoor :

Such a form of discrininaﬁiem does -nok exist anywhere in
Europe. Sa.ngizak is in a complete hdwsibiackent. ;incc off'icial news
and communigues. from s.m&ﬁak ‘ard s nats:prkgl t}ed in the med‘ia in

! _ ']
Serbia. A B - oy \.‘,', vy ;-"""‘L_E- S '. =

Thus, th:.s tarr:.tory fg Ea?u}& wut ,qff -from tha rast L5
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Tutin (97% Muslim) is at the bottom of the “1list for
davalopment in Serbjia with a national i_nclome of "16% of the
Republic's. average.  The neignboring municipality of Radka

inhabited- by Serbs has a natlonal income.of 81% of th. R.pubuc, s

”
'{t : -.‘\'1

average. ¢4 the

oot -serbs -have priority in obtaming amploymant, even new jobs
are being created for tham wnile tens of thousands of Muslims

PRELG aed unesployed. |

PO 'Manugacturing plants are' built in puraly Sarbian villages.
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Becausa of- the clc.mands made by our rgpresentativas i the |
Assembly of: Hontanegro to cla.rify tbo.rabova-mantlonad killirgs, the' ok -
president of Hontenegro made a direct threat of bri.nging ‘erd :.una. 440
charges against the reprasentatives.<: T © :

Dua to all’'sf thae above, the Muslims of Samd.zak. o*‘qml zad many' d
Protest rallies (Februa:r.'y $r 1991, Fabrua.ry 25,_1991), but the
authorities (police)’ prevented then froa- ta.kinq placa. -Wowishits
indicate that- thésd ara on.',Ly tha mcot recent e_:_:_afqp;.].qslzsﬁ: the
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Dlscrma.ndtz.on in the Areas of Culture and Education

Cultﬁtal Geﬁocfde
_ Tpe cultural genocide being carfied out even today against:the
Muslims of SandZak doez them greater harm than a physical genocide
bacause this type of genocide wipes cut thair national conscience
and identity. ‘
The sp;ritual genocide begins already in the first grade of

elementary school. ~In- the alementary textbooks only one Musliwm -

name appears and it is placed in a negative context. In the school
curriculum, there i8 ns tsashing of Muslim history, literature,
art, traditions, customs znd religion. _ '

S serbza, Muslin teachexs are threatened with dismissal for
the use of tha Lati.n alphabetoinofficial documants {docunents
signed usxng the Lﬂtlﬁ alpl ~bat are not recognized).

In Sandzak where _ ~»e is a population of 500,000 and which: -

has an‘arai of 709€ km2, taere are no postsecondary institations
and many sectors of‘saécddéry aducation are being abolished (School
of Medicine in Novi ‘Pared a¥slishad) .

The principlis o7 -Clementary . and sscondary schoois on the
territory of SandZak are primarily of Serbian nationality; for
axanpla, in Tutin 97% of the population in four schools is Muelin,
yet three principals ars Serbs.

In Prijapolje (50% Huslim) where therae are nins schools, seven

principals are Serbs.

Culture : :
Muglim cultural and - religioua objects are nercilessly
destroyed in order to erase the traces of their traditions and of

their existence in these regions.
For years Muslims were praevented from esta.bli hing their

cultural institutions.
- Tn Nevi Pazar ten mosgquas were demolished and in their place

rasidential buildings wera built. In the_na-ghbcrnood of

-
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and after dush abominable crimes, no one was ever held responsible.

In World War II, the Muslims were the victims of Chetnik
massacres whers some 30,000 Muslinms from SandZak perished. Such
a massacre was carried out under the orders of the Chetnik leader
and war criminal DraZa Mihailovié (order #370, points 1-5),

What the Chetniks did not accomplish, the communists did after
the war. . Thousands of innocent Muslims were executaed during the
first postwar years, and their emigration to Turkey resumed after
4 gentleman's agreement w:s reached bhetween the Xingdom of
Yugoslavia and Turkey which was signad in 1938 and renewad and
implemented in 19%4

Enigration.we.  uscelcrated under the terror of Aleksandar
Rankovié. For theseirea_.ns, thoucands of Muslins live outside of
Sandzak (Madedoiiz, KosoHvo, Bosnia and Turkey). Consequently, it
is somewhat of a paradox “hat more: Muslims of Sand2ak live outside
of SandZak:that (in Sand2zk itself. However, regardless of all
these negative facts, the Muslime in SandZak represant the nmajority
of the populatisn. .fizruso Jsginiol

Even "today,  ‘the “stat. ofi Lerb.u - institutionalizes 'state
tarrorism against tnc 'Muslims tirough its diseriminating laws and
political decisions whiceh ‘apgpli’ .r practice only to Muslims making
then second class citizens: ‘ ‘

- the decision of the Cuntial Comuittee of the Lesagus of

Communists of ' Serbla (fcrrer communiscs and  pressnt

socialists) still in force and wnich prohibits the settlomant

of Muslims in SandZak.

- tha real sstatu‘law-wﬁich stipulates that Muslims cannct

purchase real estate (houses, land, e.g. in Novi Pazar).

- the prehibition of registering the names of Muslim settlers

in the registry of citizens, thus in Novi Pazar itself, there

are soma 12,000 such persons whose constitutional right to
vota and to stand for elsction in the city of residence is not

recognized.
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