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cre in short supply, and foreign wrade was ut standstill. An estimated 60 o 8¢ percent of thccv%-;?ic ?g::cy‘:iie:ﬁ;commodmes

unemplo e / i
ployed or on mandatory leave, and hyperinflation amounting 1o 20,000 percent in 1992 destroyed the value of (he currency.

Scrblnnsﬁr‘:\lr?::gncl:lf?c g:f:; ]';rslﬁliqan Miihmv:fc,:s ccnf:l.ml (‘-xtwnsivcly, brutally, and sysiematically violato! human rights in the
bia 0 » Continuing e pattern of gross human rights violations and s ati i
i - : A il 8ro ysicmatic repression of Kosovo”
yority Albanian population, Serbian authoritics maintained complete contro! over zll aspects of polflical economic :gcsial and
L] ] +

b::::.g]::‘ lfltxrxng Interrogations resulted in - num!aor of deaths; those responsible were not prosecuted. Serbiun nutionalists ang

o} Hary groups, encouraged by the Milosevic regime, used threats and violence o intimidate minorities-—Mustims in th
Sandzak arca, Croats and Hungarians living in Vojvodina, and ctiju Albanians in Kosovo—resulting in dfqa; mfa:flls andﬁ
acains. Bthnic Scrbi?n and Montencgrin democratic opposition lcaders were routi nely denied fair access to golvcmmcr;t-
conul'ol_lcd mass media and subjected 10 acts of intimidation, The Milosevic-dominated Serbian Asscinbly adopled laws
::;x:zt::‘g freedom of asscmbly and university auonomy, Freedom of press and speech are guaranteed by law but in practice not

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
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Secton 1

Respeet for the Integrity of the Person, Including
Freedom from:

a. Political and Other Exirajudicial Killing

Political violence in Serbia/Montencgro resulted primarily from efforts by Serbian authorities 10 suppress other ethnic
groups. _ ' ;
Ildcader: of minurity communitics contered in VoJvodina, Sandzak, and Kosovo reporicd that violence by the authorities er
by §erb1an paramilitary groups was intended 1o intimidate non-Serbs into leaving Serbia and Monienegro and ultimately to
achieve the “ethnic cleansing™ of these republics. ; '

One of a number of extrajudicial killings took place in the village of Hrtkovei, in Vojvodina, where one ethnic Croat was
killed, apparently by Serbian nationalists carrying out “ethnic cleansing” in the village, and an ethnic Serb accuscd of aiding his
non-Serbian neighbors was also attacked. In August, at the insistcnce of federal authorities, the Brikovei mayor and & local
Serbian paramilitary leader, together with three other men, were charged in connection with violence in the village.

Q In the Sandzuk, Muslim leaders alleged (hat several unsolved murders of ethnic Muslims were pol'iu'cally motivaled,
including those of Selim Sejfic near Novi Pazar on October 15 and of Berbo Ramo near Priboj on August 26, the lutter allegedly
killed by members of the Serbian “White Eaglcs” paramilitary group. In October two Muslim men were !cillcd in Belgrade (1smet
Bektasevie on October 14 and Ibro Hajrovic on October 17), and Muslim leaders claimed their deaths also were connected (o a
campaign to intimidate Muslims into leaving Scrbia. On December 8, a hand grenade exploded at a mosque in Belgrade. Two
Muslim patients abducted from the Priboj hospital in July were later found murdered across the border in Bosnia, in an‘area

controlled by Serbian paramilitary forces.

In Kosovo at lcast 15 ethnic Albanians dicd at the hands of police during' 1997, None of the incidents wore investigated by
the authorjlies, nor were the policemen involved in the killings indicted. In a well-documenicd case in mid-December 1992,
Adem Zeqiaj was severcly beaten by policemen in the police station of Ponosnec, When taken 10 a hospital, he was reported 10
have been in a state of shock, his kidneys had almost stopped functioning, and he suffered from internal blgeding. He died the
following day, reporicdly from kidney insy fficiency. However, the Dircctor of the Institute of Forensics, who was unwilling o
give international obscrvers details of the cause of death, denied that the victim’s kidneys had been damaged. An international
human rights organization reported two deaths as the result of injuries sustained during interrogations. Although the famities of
both victims requested investigations of these killings, the Government did not respond, Kosovo Albanian sources reported at
least two other deaths as the result of police ruids on the villages of Lesan and Ladrovic. In the latter case, police claimed one of
the dead had commiticd a crime, A number of Albanian citizens were killed by Serbian/Montenegrin border guards in the
vicinity of the border with Albania under circumstances suggesting cxecssive use of force.
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Serbian paramilitary forces and nationalist groups are largely, responsible for numcrous disappearances of Muslims. In"
October Serbian paramilitary forces kidnaped 17 Muslims who were traveling between the village of Sjeverin aud the town of
Priboj in Serbia's Sandzak region on & soetion of roud tut pusses through Bosnlan territory, Although Serbian republic police
and federal army units wera subsequontly dispaiched to the arca and two persons were arrested, the fate of the abducted Muslims,
remained unknown. Two men disappearcd from the predominantly Muslim district of Ruzaje, Montenegro, afier belng forcibly
mobilized into the VJ in August, according Lo their parents, who were refused infurmation on their sons’ whercabouts by military
officials. On May 20, Sefko Kubat, a refuges from Dosnia, was arrested in Sutomore, Monlencégro. Afler 4 days in detention, he
was moved to an unknown location, sceording to his wife, who belicves he may have been tunied over w the Serblan Democratic
Party (SDS) in Bosnig, o be offercd in a prisoner exchange there. '

c. Torinre, and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment .

Fedcral law prohibits torturs, but there were numerous reports ol severe beatings of persons In deention, mosl frequently
involving ethnic Albauiuns in Kosovo., Among the hundreds of vicuims of such abuse were the Scerctary of the Councl for the
Defense of [Human Rights and Freedoms and a member of the Executive Board of the Kosovo Helsinki Commitiee. In many
cases, police inflicied beatings ou iticens in the street, in full public view. Although defense lawyers demonstrated that 19
Albanian youths were beaten while belng held in prewial detention, no police or prison oflicials were prosecuted for the beatings.
During demonstrations in Pristina and other Kosove twwas in Ocwber, police used tear gas and wuncheons against peaceful ethnic

Q\nmninn demonstrators, and a numbor of people were injured (see Section 2.b.). Police also beat ethnic Turks in Prizren for
“participating in a peaceful demonstration and arrested and beat & German citzen observing the demonsiration,

In Sandzak, several cases were reporied in which army reservists and 'Sa-blap paramilitary smembers beat cthnic Muslims,
including one incident ncar Tutin in May in which an 85-year-old man was beaicn.

Prison conditions are harsh. A citizen of Albania, wrested on suspicion that he was traveling (o Croatia to join the military
forees there, was badly beaten while incancerated at the prison in Sremska Mitrovica, In women's prisons, inmates were reported
to be forced to stand or sit on the concrete floor from.5:30 a.a. w 9:00 pam,; they were fed twice dally, allowed two 10-minule
cxercise periods (with handeuffs), and permited two bathroom breaks dally. Men's prisons are reporied to be crowded with
meagre rations. :

d. Arbivary Arrest, Delention, or Exile

Federal law permits detatnees W be arrested without a warrant and held incommunicado up to 3 days without charge ot
access to a defonsc atorney, After this period, a suspect must be wmed over W an investigating judge, who may order a 30-day
extonsion of investigative detention. The courls may extend this period an additional 5 months before charges must be brought.
During invesligative detention, detainees have theoretival access 1 # lawyer, although in praciice they ofien do not.

. Atbitrary arrest continued (o ocour ficquently in Kosovo in 1992, Bthnic Albanians were frequently detained for as long
as 2 months for peacelully excrcising their rights to freedom of expression, association, and assembly. Among those arresicd
ware the Chairman of the Albanian Teachers' Associution, who was detained in August and held for over 2 months, and the Vice
President of the Democratic Alliance of Kusuvo (LDK), who was detained In June, No charges were filed in cither case. Mass
arrests occurred in June when the Albanians attempred 1o convene the assembly of the self-proclaimed “Kosovo Republic,” in
Saptember when they attempted (o vit publiv sehvuls widiout sccopung the eaucauon program mandaled by the Serbia
Govermnment, and in October when they organized a mass education protest.

For harassment with the intention of provoking depanure and exile, se¢ Section 1.g.
¢. Dunial of Tair Public Trial

The court system comiprises local, district, and supreme couns at the reépublic level, and a Federal Supreme Court 1o which
rapublic Supreme Court decisions may be appenled. There is also a military court system, According to the federal Constitution,
the Federal Constitutional Court rules on the constliudonality of Jaws and regulatons, relying on the republic authoritics 10
enforee its rulings. The Foderal Criminal Cude of the former Yugostavia sulll applics, but until the new Federal Constitutional
Courl is established, republic constitutions! courts in cffect have the finaf say on federal law. The Federal Assembly blocked
efTorts by the Federal President and his Government to establish a new constitutional court under the new FRY Constitution. The
resull is that the constitutionality of federal laws caunut be contested effcctively. -

Under federal law, defendants have the right w be present at thelr trlals and 10 have an attdmey. at public expense if
needed. The defense, howeover, is sometimes restricted in the ime allowed (0 prepare i case. Both the defendant and the
prosccutor may appeal the verdict. The judiclary is not free of political influcnce or of ethnic bias.
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