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Mr. Chairperson,

As General Secretary of the Werld Council of Churches, whese
member churches represent hundreds of millicns of Christians of
the Orthodox, Reformaed and Anglican traditions throughout the
world, and speaking, too, on behalf of cur sister ecumenical
body, the Confaerence of Europeaﬁ Churches, I wish to share with
you in the search for a solution to a situation which weighs
heavily on all cur hearts. It CG“-;ndeS unabated even as I speak,

causing untold suffering and m to c¢ountless innocent

victinms.
| | i \\
The bitter battle raging now osn_a

complex and brutal. Rival cl
viclence: Serbian call for "e
for an autonomous state within
desire that Boania-Herzegovina

erzegovina is extremely
territory escalate the
ing", a Croatian call

zegovina and the Muslinm
emain independent,

Large numbers of pecple are being forced to flee their homes with
little hope of secure passage to a safe haven. Accerding to
reports we have been receiving from various church soches, well-
armed Serbian operations, aimed at "ethnic cleansing", are
accompanied by the establishment of many camps - for inStance in
Sanski Most, Banja Luka and Omarska near Prijedor. There, Croat
and Muslim victims are humiliated, tortured and murdered Gaily.
It is impossible to assess the number of those imprisoned or
dead, since, as far as we know, no systematic investigation of
the camps has been carried out. According to such reports, those
who have been able to escape, or leave in the exchange of
prisonsrs, tell of prisconers being kept in huge cages with no
food or water, of systematic beatings, of sadistic torture and
the shooting or slitting the threoats of victims, as well as the
rape of women and young girls, soms only chiléren.

Tragically, we have received similar reports from Serkian church
socurces of equally brutal treatment of Serbian prisoners by
Muslims and Croats, in detention camps and tortura chambers in
Sarajevo itself, in the Kosevec stadium, Zetra Hall and the
central Prison, as wall as in Zenieca, Xondie, Tuzla, Pazaric,
Hrasnica, POSaﬂEKi and many other sites. It is estimated that
between 35,000-40,000 Serbs are detained in thease camps - chiefly
women, children and old people. In additicr Serbian women and
young girls are being forced into prostitution in brothels at
Konzic, Celebici and Sarajevo,
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Mr. Chairperson, these are urgent issues to be addressed. There
is an alarming lack of ceoncern expressed for the basic human
rights of the desperate peoples of Besnia~Hsrzegovina, on the
part of many of the protagonists who do not even fight a
conventional war. The adversary is reduced to a mere factor to
be removed, an obstacle to ideological pretensions, and the
coldblooded perpetration of the brutalities I have described is
allowed. In addition, the world community and its relevant
inetitutions - including the churches - have thusg far been unable
or unwilling to address the issue with any effectiveness.
Nagotiations about reaching a peaceful settlement must continue
unabated. At the sams time, we must not rieglect the fate of those
hundreds of thousands of people caught up in a war which they
neither sought nor desired, but which is now threatening their
very existence. Their communities and their homes, property and
livelihood are being taken away from them. As individual human
beings, they are systematically being assassinated or being
forced into exila.

We refer s0 glibly tc our commitment to human solidarity, spelt
out in the Charter of the United Nations, and sc urgently awaited
by our sisters and protherqagp former Yugeslavia. The priorities
of the United Nations m. anduiin particular cf its Human Rights
Commission - in this zgB& must BR the protection of human rights,
not an escalation of\\{the gonfllet. It will be a calamity if,

because of our inabiliby. ‘i%ct‘ milltary action is presented as
the only alternative.

It is clear that in thi& )tlcn, as in so many others, the
failure to speak out in and to take decisive action to
safeguard the rights of individuals and communities is reaping
disastrous consequences.

We are deeply concerned that this Commission, and the United
Nations Security Council, have not yet taken decisive action. Why
was information apparently suppressed? Is it not the conseguencs
of our inaction up to now that military intervention is easier
to justify as a means of responding te thie human drama?

Mr. Chairperson, as churches we address a strong appeal to all
those involved to respect basic human rights and internationally
recognised humanitarian standards. We call urgently on this
commission to conduct and enable a full, systematic and impartial
investigation of the camps where many people are held in inhuman
and degrading conditions. Action must be taken, in accordance
with international law, which will seek, not only to correct the
flagrant viclation of human rights occuring at *h¢a very moment,
but above all to promote a political solution te this conflict
by peaceful means.

We ourselves in the World Council of Churches and its sister
ecumenical organizations stand ready and willing to give every
assistance to the Comnissicn in the pursuance of this aim. we
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FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE PRESS

WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, also speaking on behalf of the
Conference of Eurcpean Churchas, has called on the United Nations Human
Rights Commissisn "te conduct and enable a full, syetematic and impartial
investigation of the camps where many people are held in inhuman and
degrading conditicna" in Bosnia-Herzegeovina, ;
yesf"“j
Undarlining the urgency of the situation during an oral intervention;at the
Commissicn’'s special eessicn in Geneva on Yugoslavia (13-14 Ruguet),’'Castro
spcke cf "an alarming lack cf concern expressed for the basic human rights
of the desperate pecples of, Bosnia-Herzegovina on the part of many of the
protagonists, whe do not fight a conventicnal war., The adversary is
reduced to a mere factor b@ removed, an obstacle to ideological
pretensions, anc the co. Lnlccdgd_pgrpe:ratian ef brutalities... is
allowaed. K\ AR i\
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"In additicn," Castro sh&d, “€he werld community and its relevant
instituticna -- including the ¢hugches -- have thus far been unable or
unwilling to address the ipeue with any effectiveress.” Nagotiatione, hne
said, must continuae, but 'Yhe must not neglect the fate of those hundreds of
thousands of pesple caught up in |8 war which they neithaer scught nor
desirad... It will pe a calamity if, because of cur inability to act,
military action is presented as the only alternative.”

Castro acknowledged the complexity of tha "bitter battle"” in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, noting that "rival claims to the territory escalate the
violence: Serbian calls for ‘ethnic cleansing’, a Croatian call for an
autoncmous state within Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Muslim dasire that
Bosnia-Herzegovins shculd remain independent”,

According to reports from church sources, he gajid, "wellwarmed Serbian
operations, aimed at ‘ethnis cleansing’, are acccmpanied by the
egtablighmernt of many camps”, where "Croat and Muslim victims are
humiliated, tortured and murdared daily". Althcugh the numbaer of victims
cannot be assessaed in the apparent absence of any systematic investigaticn,
those whe have escaped the campe ¢or laft in prisoner exchanges "tell cof
priscners belng kept in huge cages with no focd or water, of systematis
beatings, cf sadlstic torture and the ghooting or slitting the throats of
victims, a= well as the rape of women and youn3g girls, eore enly children,

Tha WCC General Secretary said the Council has received similar reports of
"equally brutal creatment of Serblan prisoners by Muslime and Creats... It
is sstimated that petween 35,000-40,000 Serbs are detained in thesa camps =
- chiefly wemen, children ard old pecple. In addition Serbian women and
young girle are being forced into prostitution in brothels at Kenzie,
Celetici and Sara:iavo.
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Astro zaid it is clear that "the failure to speak out in time and te take
decisive scticn tec safeguard the righte of indaividuals arnd communities is
reak;r; digastrous censeguerces Express.ing cencern that the Huwman Rights

ccmmisslion and UN Sesuricty Counclil hava nct taken "decielve action™, he
also asked why information ancut detention camps "was apparently
uppreszsed".
FLRidsing the ceadin€as of tre WCC and cther E to aseiss in
F ~the search for a peacef.l pslit.cal sclusio We continue to
/ seek to bring tegether all religicus bcdles move religious |
paseion from the conflict and to ercourage y fuil
ccoperation with the churches in the area, meaiiﬁ~f,. symbolic aetion in
nd in the upholding ©f human rights of the menmbers of

relief cperations a
all the comrunizies

w

On 5 August the WCC's Programme Unit on Sharing and Service increasad an
earlier appeal for humanitarian ald to victime of the filghting in the
formar Yugoalavia, asking for USS6EC,000. The WCC alsc made a separate
appeal for USS1EC,00C for programmes ¢f Hungarian Interchurch Ald to assist

cf
twe thousapnd refugees who have fled te ~r*ary from Bosnia-Herzegovina. Aa
part cf the ecumanical responge to the
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uation, the WCC -a sending US l
iare & b - BEE wwmved aqp..J .-rv‘uv |

bian Orthodox and other local

‘m‘T:

on the situation to Gaﬂtvnr acvise Se

e e T S - - ..—4 -L-. —— e g

Scuven)cdT " mEtefiat "ilofin WRIMGANCE Y waY ) “raking " 1Aed aZcoiunt thé urgant

neede irn all republics § ' 5 Serbia" and to e prepared for

immediate action if asj Csnia=Merzegovirns becores possible.

Humanisarian ald ee rq ia sheould net be limivoed by Uniced

Natioena sanctions. it

According to the appeal
Yugoslavia =-- abcut USS K :a
Baptist and Italian ProciyEs nald. Church aid te Bosnia-Herzegovina

hae been limited, though sen ¢as gone into Sarajevo by the UN airlift. In ,
Sarbla the WCC has gupp.ied alout §10,000 and anctre“ §50,000 worth of |
medicine throcugh the Serkbiarn Orthodox Church. According to initlial plans

for the sixemonth programme outlined in the new appeal, about half of the

§650,000 will go to eetting up leocal camps near the place of origin of

refuqees in Sarbia. Three -ous.g ments of medicines and about 40-50 metric

tornes of food a month will also be dispatched.

Oar

Svolume ¢f interchurch aid to the former
A8 gone to crcatia through Lutheran,

| The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches, now 320, in more

| than 100 countries in all continents from virtually all Christiare

| traditicns. Ths Roman Cathelic Church i3 nct a member church but works
cooperatively with the WCC. The highest governing body is the Asseably,
which meats spproximately every savan years. The WCC was formally
inaugurated f{n 1948 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. 1Its staff .s headed by
general secretary Emilio Castro, a Msthodist paster from Uruguay.
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